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Worship with Us 
 

EPIPHANY 6 
February 12, 2012 

Sermon title: 

“Reel Theology 
3. War Horse” 

2 Kings 2: 1-12 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

 

TRANSFIGURATION  
SUNDAY 

February 19, 2012 

CELEBRATION  
OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Sermon title: 

“Reel Theology: 
4. The Artist” 

2 Kings 2:1-12  
Mark 9:2-9  

 
LENT 1 

CELEBRATION OF BLACK 
HISTORY 

February 26, 2011 
Guest Speaker: 

Adele Halliday 
 

Lent 2 
March 4, 2012 

Youth-led Service 

TODAY 

Men’s Ultimate Baking Challenge 

and give 

them a shot 

a the covet-

ed Golden 

Chef Award. 

   This bak-

ing chal-

lenge has 

quickly be-

come one of 

the silliest 

and best-

loved events 

in our pro-

gram year. 

   The rules 

are simple: 

men created food offer-

ings which be lavishly 

displayed and aggres-

sively auctioned off after 

church 

next 

Sunday. 

   Fe-

males 

are per-

mitted to 

give ad-

vice (and 

bid a the 

auction, 

of 

course), but direct inter-

vention is forbidden. 

   Full-time staff mem-

bers of the church are 

required to enter and 

forbidden from winning! 

   As with last year, the 

proceeds will be used to 

spread the joy by send-

ing a couple of kids to 

Sparrow Lake Camp. 

   The baking is ready; 

the men are exhausted; 

the bidding is about to 

begin. Come join the 

fun! 

2012  
Offering Envelopes 
 

Availa-
ble at 
the back 
of the 
Church 

L 
ast year we 

raised $1000 to 

send two kids to 

camp. And the bakers 

themselves were from 

all parts of the age spec-

trum. 

   This year, of course, 

the playing field is dif-

ferent. Earle isn’t here 

to bid on her husband’s 

offering, so we’ll need to 

see what other bidding 

wars emerge. 

   Word has it that a 

number of the “men” in 

the Church School have 

been pouring over Inter-

net recipe sites, looking 

for something that will 

tempt the taste-buds 

Join us after church today and see 
what the men of the congregation 
are offering to your taste buds. 
   Funds raised at this baking auc-
tion will help send kids to camp 
next summer. 

People of all ages are welcome to bid for 
the men’s offerings as they’re auctioned 
off today after worship 
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the black members 

of our congregation 

to contribute to a 

feast following the 

service on 26 February. 

   But we’d also like to know 

ahead of time just a bit about 

what you plan to bring. 

   That way, we can describe the 

various foods in What’s Happen-

ing on February 26, and the rest 

of us will appreciate what we’re 

eating even more deeply. 

   What’s Happen-

ing goes to press 

on Fridays, so if 

you’re going to tell 

us about your 

dish, we’d need to 

know by Thursday 

23 Feb, to make 

Celebrate Black History February 26 
Bring some food for our reception — and 
tell us about where it comes from. 

Warm Coat Program 
 
The Warm Coat pro-
gram is back! 
   Once again we’re 
collecting warm 
coats for a program 
at the local Court 
House. 
   They’ll be used by 
those who’ve been 
released from custody, and don’t 
have anything to keep them warm on 
the way home. 
   Please bring your coats to the 
church, and we’ll get them to the 
Court House. 

H 
ow could we have an au-

thentic Forest Hill UC 

celebration without food? 

Gathering around the table and 

enjoying each other’s cooking is one 

of the things we do best! 

   This year, for our celebration of 

Black History, we’re again inviting 

sure there’s enough time and space 

to include all the entries. 

   Our celebration will include more 

than just food of course. 

   We’re delighted to welcome into 

the pulpit Adele Halliday, who is 

the General Council minister for 

Intercultural Communities. 

   She’s responsible for organizing 

the BEHOLD! Conference that sev-

eral of us went to a few years ago. 

   She also creates and offers re-

sources and workshops on being an 

intercultural church. This month, 

she and Rev. Steve are together 

offering a web-workshop on Histo-

ries of Black Peoples in The United 

Church of Canada. 

   Please plan to join us for our cele-

bration on Feb 26 for food, fun and 

wonderful music!  

IN MEMORIAM 

 

John 

Hicks 

 
 
Funeral Service 

Tuesday 31 January 
3:00 pm 

 
Glen Oaks Memorial Gardens 

Oakville ON 
 

Peacefully passed away at home 

on Thursday, January 26, 2012 

with his wife by his side. Beloved 

husband of Lurena for over 61 

years. Devoted father of Paul and 

his wife Kim. Cherished grandfa-

ther of Corey, Kyle, Jenna, Amy, 

Krysta and Tyler. John was a 

World War II Veteran. He en-

joyed his retirement, with a pas-

sion for wood-working and spend-

ing quality time with his family. 

AN UNEASY LANDSCAPE 
The Current State of 
Jewish Affairs in 

Ukraine 
 

Monday, February 6, 2012 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Beth Tzedec Congregation 

1700 Bathurst Street, 
Toronto, ON 
M5P 3K3 

Telephone: 416 781-3511  
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Pancake Supper Feb 21; Ash Wednesday Feb 22 

F 
ounded in 1829, The United 

Church Observer is the old-

est continuously published 

magazine in North America and 

the second oldest in the English 

speaking world.  

   It has won international acclaim 

and garnered more awards for 

writing than any other Canadian 

religious publication.  

   Editor David Wilson says of his 

mandate for the publication in con-

temporary Canada: “We seek to 

offer the United Church and Cana-

dians generally a church magazine 

that exceeds people’s expectations 

of church magazines. As we move 

forward into a new era of faith-

based publishing, 

we are constantly 

mindful of the 

traditions into 

which we are anchored.” 

   Since 1986, The Observer has 

been independently incorporated, 

which makes it unique among 

major North American denomina-

tional publications. The magazine 

sets its own editorial policies and 

program and is overseen by its 

own board of directors. While it 

maintains a healthy relationship 

with The United Church of Cana-

da, it does not speak as the de-

nomination’s official voice, receiv-

ing only about 7 percent of its 

funding from the United Church’s 

General Council.  

   Says editor Wilson: “In the 

same way that The United 

Church of Canada is part of the 

Canadian identity, an independ-

ent Observer is inextricably part 

of the United Church identity — 

one of those unique features of 

the United Church that Canadi-

ans admire, whether they’re in 

the pews or on the sidelines.”  

The United Church Observer 

Fat Tuesday, Pancake Tuesday, or  

Fastnacht Day. 

   In our United Church practice 

we’re kind of lax when it comes to 

fasting! But any excuse for a party 

is fun. 

   Here at Forest Hill we gather at 

6:30 for pancakes, sausages and 

fruit, and a chance to visit and 

have fun together. The cost is $5 

per person, or $12 per family. 

 
Ash Wednesday 

The day after the party, of course, 

is the first day of Lent. 

   In the Middle Ages Lent was a 

time to seek God’s forgiveness for 

all the ways in which we fall short. 

   But earlier than this it originat-

ed as a time to get back to the ba-

sics of our faith, and to walk with 

those who were in the final few 

weeks of preparing for baptism. 

   Baptism was a big deal! People 

would take a 2-year course to pre-

pare for it. And the final six weeks 

were particularly intense. 

   For us — baptism and church 

membership are also important, 

and Lent provides a time when we 

think about why we belong to the 

church, and what God may be call-

ing us to do and to be. 

   We begin this season of reflection 

with a simple meal and a quiet 

worship service that reminds us of 

our frailty, and of God’s abiding 

love for us. 

   The meal is free, the worship is 

welcoming, and you’re invited to 

join us for two different celebra-

tions on these two different eve-

nings. 

T 
he season of Epiphany is 

drawing to a close, which 

means it’s time once again 

for our annual Pancake Supper. 

   The tradition is 

medieval — 

there’s reference 

to it in books da-

ting from the 

year 1000 CE — 

and it marks the 

end of the season 

of light and wonder, before we 

move into a more reflective time to 

prepare ourselves for Good Friday 

and Easter. 

   The medie-

val tradition 

was to fast 

during Lent — 

the six weeks preceding Easter. 

They would still eat food … but 

they refrained from treats: oil, fat, 

sugar. Sometimes even eggs. 

   Hence the blow

-out party the 

day before the 

fast begins; it 

was a chance to 

use up all the 

things that 

wouldn’t be eat-

en for the next six weeks. 

   Even today the practice is fol-

lowed around the world, and is 

know variously as Mardi Gras, 

Join us on Tuesday February 21 for Pancakes, 
maple syrup, and a party. Then come back the 
next evening for some more somber reflection 

Last chance this year to subscribe to this 
award-winning magazine at the group rate 
of only $20. 

We need to know 
today if you wish 
to subscribe. 
 Group Rate of 

$20/year 
 

Contact the  
Church Office 

If you’re able to help cook our pan-
cakes on Feb 21, please speak to Rev. 
Steve today. Cooks will gather at 5:00 
pm to create the feast. 
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Here’s an excerpt from the Winter 

edition of the Food Bank’s news-

letter: 
 
Chill winter winds blow outside, but 
you step into a warm room, with mu-
sic playing, and familiar smiling fac-
es. There’s a wait, but a side table 
has hot 
coffee 
and 
snacks to 
tide you 
over. 
Food is displayed on open shelves, so 
you can choose what best fits your 
food needs… 

 
It was a hard decision to come use 
the food bank, but it’s much less 
scary than you thought.  

 

C 
reating an inviting space for 

our clients is one way North 

York Harvest provides dignified 

food assistance. Many people visit 

us when they’ve lost a job, are new 

to Canada, or experienced other 

difficult life circumstances. Our 

job is to make them feel comforta-

ble and welcome. 

   This philosophy is at the heart of 

our new Bathurst-Finch Commu-

nity Food Bank.  

   The grand opening took place on 

December 3rd: perfect timing to 

provide food for the holidays, and 

nourishment for the winter 

months ahead. 
Upcoming Meetings 

 
Wednesday Feb 8 8:00 pm 

Congregational Life Cttee 
 

Thursday Feb 9th 6:30—8:30 pm 

Words to Live By 
 
 

Sunday Feb.12, 12:30 

United Church Women 
Annual General Meeting 

“Encountering  
the Holy” 

 

Scripture:Mark 1:29-39 
 

Aim: To encounter the holy by 
following Jesus 

 

“Jesus Shows the Way” 

W 
e human be-

ings make 

sense out of 

life by telling and listen-

ing to stories. And the 

premier story-tellers of 

our age are the movie 

makers. 

   They explore the is-

sues of right and wrong; 

they tell us of the power 

of love and hatred, jealousy and 

betrayal, sacrifice and joy. they 

challenge us to ponder what it 

means to be human, and how even 

apparently simple choices can have 

an impact in ways we would never 

imagine. 

   Think about the world of War 

Horse -- how our human conflicts 

touch the lives of all of Creation. 

Or about the social commentary in 

The Help, and how the racism of 50 

years ago still has an impact on our 

lives today. Think about the pride 

and ambition reflected in The Art-

ist -- and the ways in which tech-

Reel Theology Sermon Series 

nology transforms so 

much of what we do. 

The rags to riches sto-

ry of Moneyball is a 

story we'd all like to 

copy for our own lives; 

and yet would we real-

ly want to be just like 

the hero? Does his suc-

cess with money make 

him a better person? a 

happier one? 

   Stories shape our sense of reali-

ty, illuminate our ethics, and re-

mind us of what makes life truly 

worthwhile. So we're going talk 

about them in worship, and con-

sider how today's story-tellers and 

our ancient stories intersect to 

bring meaning and hope to angry 

and despairing times. 

   Join us on Sundays in January 

and February for a different kind 

of sermon!  

 
Come to the movies with us 

on Sunday afternoons 
 

 
Join us today to see 

War Horse 
 

4:00 pm 
AMC Interchange 

(Hwy 400 & Hwy 7) 
 

Food Bank News 

Next Meeting 
 
 

Thursday 
February 9th 

 
6:30—8:30 pm 

At our last Food Bank Sun-
day we raised 240 pounds of 
food.  Thank you! 
   The next date will be  
12 Feb  


